
qa0410_Bali.indd   69qa0410_Bali.indd   69 10/03/2010   4:52:31 PM10/03/2010   4:52:31 PM



qa0410_Bali.indd   70qa0410_Bali.indd   70 10/03/2010   4:52:40 PM10/03/2010   4:52:40 PM



qa0410_Bali.indd   72qa0410_Bali.indd   72 10/03/2010   4:52:50 PM10/03/2010   4:52:50 PM



BALI DIVING

74 QANTAS APRIL 2010

For airfares call Qantas on 13 13 13 or visit qantas.com 

For holiday packages to Bali call Qantas Holidays on 13 14 15.

Scoping the colours: 
divers over coral, 
Tulamben SCAPA FLOW, SCOTLAND

The best wreck-diving sites in 
the world are often those 
where the worst things have 
happened. From a maritime 
perspective, they don’t get 
much worse than the scuttling 
of an entire fleet. That’s what 
happened to the German High 
Seas Fleet at Scapa Flow in 
Scotland’s Orkney Islands after 
WWI in 1919. There are 
25,000-tonne battleships, 
although most of the bigger 
ships are at 20m to 40m depth, 
which requires advanced dive 
certification. There are plenty 
in shallower waters, among 
them the Tabarka, which 
capsized in 12m of water.

TRUK LAGOON, MICRONESIA
On February 17, 1944, 
American forces launched an 
assault on Truk Lagoon, which 
was serving as a base for the 
Japanese Imperial Fleet. Sixty 
ships and 275 planes went to 
the bottom. Unlike Scapa Flow, 
many of the wrecks are in 15m 
or less of water and the 
visibility is generally far 
superior. The nature of the 
lagoon also means currents are 
not a major problem. The warm 
waters attract marine life such 
as rays, sharks and turtles.

GRAVEYARD OF THE 
ATLANTIC, NORTH CAROLINA
Many ships have gone down 
off the Outer Banks of North 
Carolina and Virginia – more 
than 1000 since record-
keeping began, sunk by shallow 
shoals, frequent wars and a 
confluence of cold Canadian 
water and the Gulf Stream. 
Today that tropical current 

provides warm, clear water for 
divers and the wrecks start at 
less than 10m down. Unlike 
Scapa Flow or Micronesia, 
where the wrecks are from the 
same era, the vessels here date 
from 16th-century Spanish 
galleons. However, two easy 
dives are the WE Hutton and 
the Suloide, both sunk in WWII 
– the latter hit the wreck of the 
former – lying at a depth of 
less than 20m.

VARNA, BULGARIA
This town on the Black Sea 
offers something you don’t get 
every day: not only underwater 
wrecks, but an underwater 
Roman port. There is also a 
multitude of WWII material to 
investigate, such as merchant 
vessels, landing craft, torpedo 
boats and submarines – and 
last year an unexpected dive 
destination was added when 
the airliner of the country’s 
former communist leader was 
sunk to create a new dive site.

THE RED SEA
The Red Sea is a beautiful place 
to dive whether looking for 
wrecks or not. Many divers 
start here. The two most 
popular wreck dives are at 
30m, which necessitates 
training beyond entry level. 
This can be acquired easily 
in Egypt’s Sharm el-Sheikh. 
The SS Thistlegorm is a war 
grave – 128m long, its cargo 
of neatly stacked motorbikes, 
trucks and guns still intact – 
sunk by German bombers in 
WWII. The Dunraven, a 
Victorian steam and sail ship 
that hit a reef in 1876, is at a 
similar depth. �

Dive five dives
Ships have been sinking almost as long Ships have been sinking almost as long 
as ships have been floating. This means as ships have been floating. This means 
a world of wrecks for divers to explore, a world of wrecks for divers to explore, 
from fishpond dinghies to the from fishpond dinghies to the TitanicTitanic. . 
Many are inaccessible (most of the wrecks Many are inaccessible (most of the wrecks 
at Whitefish Point in the Great Lakes, for at Whitefish Point in the Great Lakes, for 
example, are more than 40m down) or example, are more than 40m down) or 
need specialist diving equipment such need specialist diving equipment such 
as trimix breathing gas. Here, a selection as trimix breathing gas. Here, a selection 
that most recreational divers can reach.that most recreational divers can reach.
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